Resources for Module 5: The Book of Life as the Tree of Life: Accessing Your Vision for Your Life Now

Black Madonna resources: 
Sue Monk-Kidd, The Secret Life of Bees – a wonderful novel on the Black Madonna.
Ean Begg, The Cult of the Black Virgin.
Fred Gustafson, The Black Madonna.
Fred Gustafson, The Moonlit Path. 
Jean Markale, The Cathedral of the Black Madonna.
Annine van der Meer, The Black Madonna.
China Gallant, Longing for Darkness: Tara and the Black Madonna.

Alexander Roob, Alchemy and Mysticism
Felicity Warner, www.soulmidwives.co.uk  for courses on MM and other offerings.
Felicity Warner, Sacred Oils.
Betty Kovacs, Merchants of Light.
Roger Cook, The Tree of Life: Image for the Cosmos.
Jehanne de Quillan, Transl and Editor, The Gospel of the Beloved Companion:  MM’s True Gospel

An added note to this paper:
Jung on mystics:

CW 14, p. 375-6, par. 530-1: “Only the mystics bring creativity into religion.” Refers to the living experience of the ‘holy ghost’ or Paraclete as the union/interpenetration of divine and human. Concerns the life of the Christian post-Jesus where the individual can become the ‘bearer of the mystery,’ as in alchemy that became ‘a religion of the Holy Ghost and of the Sapientia Dei.’ The Holy Spirit is a “wind that bloweth where it listeth, [chooses],” and the creative mystic (alchemist, all those who take on the path of the opus Christi [vs. imitatio Christi]) carries what is best in humanity.

Note 415:  Jung agreeing with Aldous Huxley (paraphrasing):  why are mystics important? Because where there is no vision the people perish. The living embodiment of the spirit that blows where it wills keeps the earth from falling into decay. The mystics are channels through which a little knowledge of reality filters down into our human universe of ignorance and illusion. A totally unmystical world would be a world totally blind and insane….[Mystics at any time] are able to qualify and mitigate the poisons which society generates within itself by its political and economic activities….[they] are the salt which preserves the social world from breaking down into irremediable decay.

Jung, M.C., CW 14, under The Transformation (in Ch.5, Adam and Eve), p. 432, par. 623:

“The state of imperfect transformation, merely hoped for and waited for, does not seem to be one of torment only, but of positive, if hidden, happiness. It is the state of someone who, in his wanderings among the mazes of his psychic transformation, comes upon a secret happiness which reconciles him to his apparent loneliness. In communing with himself he finds not deadly boredom and melancholy but an inner partner; more than that, a relationship that seems like the happiness of a secret love, or like a hidden springtime, when the green seed sprouts from the barren earth, holding out the promise of future harvests. It is the alchemical benedicta viriditas, the blessed greenness, signifying on the one hand the “leprosy of the metals” (verdigris), but on the other the secret immanence of the divine spirit of life in all things. “O blessed greenness, which generatest all things!” cries the author of the Rosarium. Mylius writes, “….God breathed into created things…a certain germination or greenness, by which all things should multiply…They called all things green, for to be green means to grow…Therefore this virtue of generation and the preservation of things might be called the Soul of the World.”  

